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1. Purpose of Collaborative Funding

The purpose of collaborative funding in agriculture R&D is to provide coordinated funding and stimulate private/public sector participation for R&D in the Life Sciences area that helps achieve the Alberta agriculture and food industry vision for the future.  

      2.  Eligibility Criteria

Proposals eligible for funding are those that involve scientific research of benefit to the Agriculture and Food industry and society.  Applicants are encouraged to pursue high impact, multi-disciplinary research projects that fit with one or more of the identified focus areas (see #3). Proposals must encompass at least one of the following areas:

· Basic research designed to expand scientific knowledge about agriculture and food for the benefit of industry and society at large. 

· Research proposals relating to the stewardship of soil, water and other resources important to agriculture. 

· The development of new crops, new livestock or novel products that can contribute to the further diversification of Alberta's agriculture and food industry. 

· Policy, socio-economics, farm management or marketing research that has broad agriculture and food industry applications. 

· The development of information that can promote rural development. 

· Other areas within the agriculture and food industry that are adequately justified as being of public interest and a priority.

Although it is not mandatory, applicants are encouraged to obtain other sources of financial and/or in-kind support for your project from groups, organizations or companies that are likely to benefit from the results of the proposed research. Information should be provided in the application form on other sources of support, including those applied to or otherwise contacted for assistance.

3. Strategic Research and Development (R&D) Priorities and Direction

Proposals should address one or more of the strategic R&D priority areas endorsed by the Funding Consortium are as follows:  

· Agri-Food and Health – Functional Foods and Nutraceuticals

· Crop Sciences

· Environmental Sustainability
· Food Safety
· Livestock Sciences and Animal Welfare
· Non-Food, Fibre and Industrial Uses 

· Value-added Processing

In accordance with the above mentioned strategic priority areas, the results of the projects to be supported should have the potential to accomplish one or more of the following:

· Improve the profitability of agricultural production and processing in Alberta. 

· Enhance the global competitiveness of Alberta farmers and processors. 

· Ensure the safety, quality and nutritional value of Alberta food products. 

· Contribute to the conservation of agricultural resources and the preservation of a wholesome environment. 

· Promote the diversification of agricultural production and processing in Alberta. 

4. Conditions to be Met by Proposals Submitted for Funding

Proposals submitted for funding should: 

· Meet the purpose and eligibility criteria of the program and be consistent with the identified focus areas, 

· Incorporate appropriate scientific design and procedures for data collection and statistical analysis,

· Be conducted by a qualified research team,

· Be carried out with the equipment and facilities available to the researcher. 

All applicants must identify all concurrent related research support, specifying the research project title and amount of funding applied for or received.  Duplicate funding will not be provided.

5. Solicited Proposals 
The Board of Directors of each of the collaborating funding partners may request proposals for a designated research area(s), either directly from the scientific/professional group involved or through an open call. 

6. Research Team

To be considered for support the research team must have the educational qualifications, demonstrated competence and organizational capacity to complete the project.  The Research Team may be comprised of members from the following:

a) Private Researchers/companies

b) Provincial research centres

c) Federal research agencies (including Crown research organizations)

d) Non-profit research establishments

e) Academic institutions

f) Other research institutions, firms or enterprises approved by the members of the Funding Consortium Board of Directors 

7. Location of Research Work

The research work supported can be carried out at private sector research facilities, academic institutions and government research centres. The determining factors are the availability of scientific expertise, adequate equipment, sufficient research space and the relevance of the work to Alberta. 

8. Supporting Research Within Versus Outside Alberta

Research projects can be conducted either within or outside Alberta as approved by the Funding Consortium members’ Boards of Directors.  The following conditions may necessitate supporting projects outside Alberta: 

· There is no expertise or adequate facility within the province to successfully perform the required research. 

· The research work will equally apply to Alberta.

· The benefits gained by Alberta will be equivalent to that which would result if the work were conducted within the province.

9. Environmental Assessment

All applicants whose proposals have the potential to negatively influence the environment must provide a description of the mitigation plans. 

10. Biotechnology Related Proposals

All applicants whose proposal involves biotechnology related research should include statements on any adverse impacts the results of the project may have on: 

· food safety and human health (for example, allergic reactions), and/or 

· environmental sustainability (e.g. creation of a new weed as a result of gene flow from transgenic plants to wild relatives). 

If the research involves the transfer of DNA between unrelated organisms, the researcher is required to disclose the source of the genetic material to be transferred.  

11. Eligible Budget Costs

	Category
	Eligible from the Funding Consortium
	Not Eligible for Funding from the Funding Consortium

	Personnel – research team
	· Time for specific activities on the project, prorated at usual annual salary rates only for investigators employed outside universities, colleges or other academic institutions;

· Time for specific activities on the project for investigators currently funded by provincial/federal research units may be acceptable as co-sponsorship contribution
	· Salaries of investigators in universities, colleges, other academic institutions, or government agencies

· Eligible release time charged at rates above existing salary

	Personnel – consultants
	· Outside consultants justified as essential to the project
	· Consulting time from colleagues eligible to be part of the research team

	Travel
	· Travel to project sites

· Travel to present to or discuss project with managers and/or policy makers 

· Travel for information dissemination purposes
	

	Capital Assets/Equipment
	· Cost of equipment directly required for the project
	· Projects requiring major capital investment or commitment (buildings, large machinery and equipment, purchase of land) will not normally be considered for support.

· Imputed cost of office space, office rental and/or refurbishment

· Cost of heat, light and utilities

	Supplies
	· Cost of supplies directly required for the project
	


	CDL (Communication, Dissemination and Linkage)
	· Audio-visual and other costs to support uptake of results by managers or policy makers

· Costs relating to linkage and exchange such as costs of meetings, teleconferences, etc.

· Publishing costs
	

	Overhead
	· Private sector researchers – payment of overhead costs to be negotiated

· Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada researchers – payment of overhead costs to a maximum of 9% of total approved project costs

· Other academic institutions – payment of up to 15% of total eligible project costs 
	


12. Funding Support Details

Financial assistance for the conduct of approved research projects starting at the beginning of the fiscal year for which the funds were approved. The following conditions apply to all research awards made by any member(s) of the Funding Consortium.

A. Awards are subject to audit. 

B. Expenditure over and above funds awarded for an approved project is the responsibility of the team leader 

C. The team leader or their employing agency will: 

1. Keep statements, invoices, accounts, receipts and other records of the costs and expenses incurred by the project. These will include all payroll records and time sheets and any other documents relating to such project costs and expenses. 

2. On demand, produce to a representative of any member of the Funding Consortium, the Provincial Auditor General and/or the Provincial Treasurer, every account, record or other document referred to in clause (12.C.i.) and permit any member of the Funding Consortium, the Provincial Auditor General and/or the Provincial Treasurer to examine, audit and take copies and extracts from such account; records or documents. 

3. Any member of the Funding Consortium will, upon request at all reasonable times, have access to any land, building, or facilities where any member of the research team is conducting the project or where any documents referred to in clause are kept (12.C.i.). 

13. Funding from other sources (cash and in-kind)

Applicants are encouraged to obtain funding from other sources in addition to the Funding Consortium.  Two categories of contributors are identified:

1. Government – this includes funding from the Government of Alberta, other Provincial Governments, Federal Government, municipal Governments, Governments from other countries, and institutions/organizations which receive any type of government funding for operations.

2. Industry – this includes all bodies that do not receive any Government funding for operations

Upon proposal approval from any member(s) of the Funding Consortium, written confirmation of sponsorship is required.  If sponsorship is in-kind, a description and an evaluation detailing the in-kind support must be provided.  

Upon completion of the research, the applicant is required to provide confirmation of receipt of sponsorship (e.g. copy of cheque or deposit slip).

      14. Termination of Funding

Grants are awarded annually.  If a project is to be terminated prematurely, consideration may be given to provide funding for an orderly termination of the project.

15. Review of Applications

All research applications will be received and processed by the Funding Consortium. The applications will then be forwarded to the research review committees for evaluation and will incorporate the results of external scientific reviews (as applicable).  The results of the evaluations will be presented to each of the Funding Consortium members’ Boards of Directors.  The Boards will make the final decisions based on the recommendations of the research committees, strategic research priorities and availability of funds.

Solicited research proposals will be evaluated in a manner similar to the procedure described above unless otherwise directed by the Boards of Directors of any member of the Funding Consortium. 

16. Criteria for Evaluating Proposals

Research review committees will be established and will review all research proposals.  If the proposal deals with an area that does not fall under any of the existing committees, an ad hoc committee established by the Boards of Directors of each of the funding bodies will review the proposals and submit recommendations to the Boards for decision.  Each proposal will be evaluated on the basis of its economic and scientific merits.  More specifically, each proposal will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

· the expected significance, relevance and benefit to Alberta’s agricultural and food industry,

· the scientific merit of the proposal

· the scientific competence of the research team

· the appropriateness of the size, duration and cost of the proposal

· innovation and uniqueness

· feasibility

17.  Intellectual Property Rights

To be negotiated in the Investment Agreement.  The Investment Agreement states,

A. all Intellectual Property developed by personnel of the Applicant or the personnel of a Collaborating Institution shall be vested in the Applicant or the Collaborating Institution as the case may be unless the intellectual property policies, terms of employment or collective agreement of or binding on that Applicant or Collaborating Institution do not permit such vesting in which event title shall be vested in the Creator.  In either event all Intellectual Property will be subject to the following provisions:

1. Where the intellectual property policies, terms of employment or collective agreement of or binding on that Applicant or Collaborating Institution require the vesting of title to the Intellectual Property in the Creator, the Creator shall either assign those rights to the Applicant or Collaborating Institution as the case may be or enter into an agreement with the Applicant or Collaborating Institution as the case may be to be bound by the terms and conditions of this Agreement with respect to such Intellectual Property which assignment or agreement will allow the Applicant to comply with its obligations herein.  

2. If the Applicant is, in addition to receiving the Investment from the Funders, receiving funding from industry contributors for the Activity, the Applicant shall not, without the consent of the Funders, grant to any such industry participant:

a. any rights in relation to the Intellectual Property that would interfere with the rights of the Funders or the obligations of the Applicant under this Agreement, 

b. any rights to obtain ownership of or royalties from the Intellectual Property,

c. any right to use the Intellectual Property for which the Funders sponsor the cost of statutory protection.

The Applicant may grant an industry contributor a personal right to use Intellectual Property other than that referred to in c) immediately preceding for such purposes as the industry contributor deems fits. 

B. The Applicant will use reasonable efforts to ensure, or where the Creator continues to be the owner thereof will cause the Creator to use reasonable efforts to ensure, that any Intellectual Property generated through the Activity is used to the benefit of Alberta and Albertans.  Efforts to commercialize Intellectual Property should be first directed to appropriate Alberta businesses or organizations with suitable expertise.  
C. If the Applicant has not actively pursued commercialization of any Intellectual Property within 3 years from the date that the Intellectual Property is protected by patent, plant breeders’ rights, trademark, license or otherwise, the Applicant shall at the request of the Funders grant to the Funders an irrevocable, royalty free, non-exclusive, world wide, perpetual license to sublicense the Intellectual Property with 1/3 of the balance of revenue received by the Funders, after deduction of costs of the Funders as further outlined in the Agreement.

18. On-Site Inspection

Each of the collaborating funding organizations retain the right to conduct on-site inspections of supported projects in progress. 

19. Acknowledgment

Contributions from the collaborating funding organizations and other contributors to research projects will be acknowledged on appropriate signs, publications and press releases dealing with such projects.

20. Interim Presentations

The Funding Consortium will randomly request researchers to publicly present the results (interim or final) of their research projects.  The research team will be notified regarding this request.

21. Final Report

A final report is required for each terminated or completed research project. It is to be submitted within three months after the end of the fiscal year in which funds were awarded. If a final report cannot be completed by the due date, an extension must be requested from the Director of the Project Funding Lead. The request letter must state the reason(s) for the delay.  

Funds approved for a researcher will be withheld until all overdue reports are submitted and approved. 

i. The final report for a project must include the following: 

· An abstract of not more than 500 words, written in plain language and outlining the major findings, conclusions and benefits of the project.

· Scientific/technical text which outlines the project's background and expected results; describes the research design, and analytical methods and materials; presents the results; draws conclusions and describes the implications for Alberta's agriculture and food industry and/or the advancement of the agricultural sciences 

· A brief, non-technical final report may also be requested for designated projects. This report should outline specific applications of the research results for producers and/or extension personnel. 

ii. A completed Final Statement of Expenditure Form for each year the project was supported. Unused funds must be returned to the collaborating funding organizations within three months of the submission of the final report for the project. Separate refund cheques should be made payable to the individual members of the Funding Consortium (as required)

iii. The collaborating funding organizations reserve the right to disseminate all research information acquired with due consideration for ownership of intellectual property rights and the need to disseminate the information in a timely manner. 

Upon completion of the project, the applicant(s) will cooperate with the member(s) of the Funding Consortium by taking part in the development of the communication strategy for their research project.
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